Acetabular development after closed reduction of congenital dislocation of the hip.
We reviewed the serial radiographs of 54 hips in 47 children treated by closed reduction for congenital dislocation of the hip and followed to at least 14 years of age, to determine the causes of acetabular dysplasia. We excluded hips with femoral head deformity or residual subluxation and compared the results with those from a control series of unaffected hips of patients with unilateral CDH. Acetabular development after the age of 11 or 12 years was significantly worse in Severin group III than in Severin group I hips on the affected side or Severin group III in unaffected control hips. One of the causes of acetabular dysplasia at maturity was found to be impairment of acetabular development after 11 or 12 years of age. This may be attributable to impaired secondary ossification in the acetabular rim. Our findings emphasise the importance of continuing the follow-up of patients treated for congenital dislocation of the hip until full skeletal maturity.